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Greetings!

I am so looking forward to this September meeting.  

Because we have a guest speaker from MOAA National, 

potential members in our 5-county area (people who are 

members at MOAA National but are not members of our 

local chapter) have already received notice of this meeting, 

so we expect quite a crowd.  What an opportunity to meet 

new people with a common background (military service)!

Speaking of our guest speaker, if you have never heard 

COL Geri Graham speak, you have missed out on a 

delight.  COL Graham is bright, energetic, intelligent…and 

did I mention energetic? So be ready for a very informative 

evening. An additional treat:  COL Graham’s spouse, COL 

Ed Baisden, will also be attending our meeting, so I have 

included his bio as well as hers – I know this is a meeting 

you will not want to miss!

I am including information in this newsletter for surviving 

spouses.  This happens to be a special interest area for 

COL Graham.  Hopefully if you have questions on this area, 

you will come prepared to get answers from her. I have also 

included an application for the Virtual Chapter of the 

Surviving Spouses.

Normally, I would dedicate 2 pages of the September 

newsletter to the Triad Stand Down, an annual gathering of 

many, many organizations to provide feeding, medical, and 

other support for homeless veterans.  The newsletter would 

also include a long list of items that can be used by 

homeless veterans.  Unfortunately, there will not be a Stand 

Down this year – the facility that has been used until now is 

not available, and work has begun to find a new location for 

next year.  However, Shanna Reese has identified pillows 

as the number one item that the Servant Center needs, so I 

told her to be ready for an ample supply.  So don’t let me 

down.  If you can bring pillows (standard size) to the 

September meeting, I will make sure they get to Shanna.

See you all soon!

Always!!

Aimee
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Piedmont Chapter of MOAA Meeting

Sept 19 (THURS), 5:30 social & 6 pm Meal

at The Kress Terrace

Greensboro, NC

Date: September 19, 2019 --- Thursday

Time:  5:30 Social, 6 pm meals

Location: Kress Terrace, 212 S. Elm St., Greensboro

Speaker: Direct from MOAA National, COL (ret) Jeri Graham!! (see bio 

next page)

Cost:  $22 includes the buffet of two entrees, vegetables, salad, rolls, 

dessert, coffee, tea, lemonade, tax and tip. Please note:  Drinks from the bar will 

be on your tab. 

(Pay by cash/check to Piedmont Chapter of MOAA at the event.) 

Dress:  Evening Casual

RSVP: Please contact Lee Richmond by Sunday, Sept 15th so we know how 

many to expect. 

leefrich@northstate.net

Phone:  336-254-1456

Directions:  Go to the Greene Street Parking Deck in downtown Greensboro. 

You will need to take a ticket to get into the garage, but the gate will be closed 

when the meeting is over, so there will be no charge. Once in the garage, follow 

signs going up to the S.H. Kress Building – there is a sign at every turn in case 

you have your doubts!  In the garage, follow signs going up to S.H. Kress 

Building-- to the top of garage and back down to Level F.  This may seem tricky

but you go up and then down to turn into Level F.  A Kress Terrace sign 

indicates pedestrian bridge entrance. 

Also, you may park at any level, take the elevator to Level F, and walk to the 

Kress Terrace entrance on northeast side.  Enter the door to the Kress Terrace, 

then look for your fellow members and prepare to have a great evening!!
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Colonel (Ret) Graham earned her BSN Degree from the 

State University College, Plattsburgh, NY; MSN from Boston 

University School of Nursing; and Nurse-Midwifery Certificate 

from Meharry Medical College, Nashville, TN. She was board 

certified as a Nurse-Midwife. She had a wide variety of civilian 

clinical and academic experiences prior to commissioning in 

the Army Nurse Corps in 1978. Her extensive experience as 

an Army Nurse culminated with successive assignments as 

Chief Nurse, Walter Reed Army Medical Center and Hospital 

Commander, Fort Leonard Wood, MO. She earned the 

coveted Air Assault Badge and the Expert Field Medical 

Badge. 
Positions Held at 

MOAA:

Councils & Chapter 

Affairs Committee; 

Health Care 

Committee; 

President, MOAA 

Uniformed Services 

Nurse Advocates 

Virtual Chapter

Col Graham is a graduate of the Army War College 

and was awarded the “A” designator for professional 

excellence. She was also Board Certified by the 

American College of Healthcare Executives. As a 

civilian, she served as President of the Army Nurse 

Corps Association, as a Commissioner on the NC 

Governor's Veterans Affairs Commission, and Vice-

Commander/Legislative Chair of the NC Veterans 

Council. She received the NC Governor's “Order of 

the Long Leaf Pine” in recognition of her extensive 

service to North Carolina. She served as a MOAA 

Chapter President for seven years and as President 

of the NC Council of Chapters.

Did you know that you're welcome to 

join in on the MOAA Virtual Chapters 

and Healthcare Team 5 night cruise 

to Bermuda starting 26 September 

2020? Check the MOAA National 

Web Page under MOAA Vacations for 

announcements soon. COL Graham 

is running a Cabin Mate "finder" 

program too.:-)  Talk to her about it at 

the September meeting!

"No person was ever honored 

for what he received. Honor has 

been the reward for what he 

gave."

- Calvin Coolidge
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BIOGRAPHY – COL ED BAISDEN, USA, RETIRED

Colonel (Ret) Baisden retired from the U.S. Army 31 May 1992. During his last assignment,

he served as the Chief of the Soviet/East European Division in the Directorate for Attaches and

Operations, Defense Intelligence Agency. After entering on active duty as a Distinguished

Military Graduate from the ROTC program at Florida State University, he served as an Infantry

Officer in Germany with the 8th ID and with MACV (III Corps) in Viet Nam. He then branch-

transferred to Military Intelligence and served another twenty-four years as a Soviet/East

European Foreign Area Officer. His overseas tours include two tours in Viet Nam, two tours in

Germany, as well as assignments in Moscow, Belgium and the United Kingdom (with the British

Defence Intelligence Staff).

COL Baisden is a graduate of the Command and General Staff College, the US Army Russian

Institute and the Army War College. He also holds a master’s degree in Soviet Studies from

Georgetown University. His awards and decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal,

Soldier’s Medal, Bronze Star Medal (2OLC), Purple Heart, Defense Meritorious Service Medal

(1OLC), Joint Service Commendation Medal, Army Commendation Medal, RVN Gallantry Cross,

Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Parachutist Badge and Ranger Tab. He married COL (Ret) Jeri

Graham, USA on 14 June 2012. Their blended family includes 6 children, 14 grandchildren and

two “greats”.

We are excited about scheduling our convention during the weekend of 15 

November at the Cherry Point Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS). They have a 

newly opened waterfront convention center that we have booked for that 

weekend. Lodging on the base is available. We expect that prices for meals and 

lodging will be less than the Atlantic Beach hotel. A flyer and more information will 

be available in a few weeks.

Activities close by include an on-base golf course, 20 minutes to New Bern and 30 

minutes to Ft Macon, NC Aquarium, Beaufort and Morehead City.

This convention is open to all chapter members their families and friends. Past 

military service is not a requirement to attend, These conventions are a fun time to 

meet other MOAA members from around the state.  There are a couple of 

meetings, and meals, but there is also a lot of time to spend with family and 

friends. More information will be available at the September meeting.

COL (Ret) Baisden will be attending our September meeting, so thought 

everyone might want to know the “inside scoop” on him! I know 

everyone will enjoy getting to know him.
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Purposes of the Surviving Spouses Virtual Chapter:
- provide information and exchange ideas
- find solutions to problems or issues affecting surviving spouses
- to be a resource for surviving spouses
- to reach out to younger surviving spouses and to those living in areas where MOAA chapters are

not available
- to be an enhancement to regular chapters—the virtual chapter does not take the place of a

regular MOAA chapter.

Current membership stands at 101 represented by 25 states, the American Virgin Islands and one APO.  
Members are encouraged to also join their local MOAA chapters.
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
MOAA SURVIVING SPOUSE VIRTUAL CHAPTER 

 
Yes! I would like to be part of this exciting new venture! Please accept my application below. 
I understand I must meet two criteria and certify I am both a member of national MOAA and (please check 
applicable criteria): 
_____(a) a surviving spouse of a uniformed services member (CWO and above) 
_____(b) the spouse of a uniformed services member of MOAA and currently serving as a surviving spouse 
liaison 
_____(c) a uniformed service member currently serving as a surviving spouse liaison.  
 
NAME (LAST, FIRST & MIDDLE):       
 
MOAA#:              IF NOT A MOAA MEMBER, JOIN ONLINE AT MOAA.ORG/JOIN 
(if you are a Surviving Spouse Liaison, please provide your spouse’s MOAA#) 

 
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A SURVIVING SPOUSE?                Applicant’s DOB:  dd/mm/yyyy___  
SPOUSE’S NAME (if applicable):          RANK (if applicable): 
 
SERVICE (SPOUSE): __ARMY__AIR FORCE__MARINE CORPS__NAVY __COAST GUARD__ NOAA 

__ PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE    

 
EMAIL ADDRESS:            BEST PHONE #: 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
 
 
I HAVE A FACEBOOK ACCOUNT, AND I AM COMFORTABLE WORKING ON FACEBOOK:  
__ YES   __NO 

You can either: 
a. Complete this form on your computer, save it, and then email it as an attachment to mssvc02@gmail.com, 
or  
b. Print out the form, fill it in by hand, and mail to 8605 Calviton Court, Granbury, TX 76049 
Please email or call any of the names listed below with questions you might have. Thanks for joining us!  
Gail Joyce                        Pat Farnsworth         Micki Costello         MOAA Councils & Chapters 
mssvc02@gmail.com    mssvc02@gmail.com       mssvc02@gmail.com             chapters@moaa.org 
214-676-2132                 505.263.4730                 214-770-4140                          800-234-6622  
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We have an on-going project 

to collect plastic grocery 

bags.  Bring them (every 

meeting) so we can get them 

to someone who cuts and 

weaves them to make 

sleeping mats.  Steele Smith 

and Liz Desrochers are 

associated with a church 

who will make sure these 

bags are put to really good 

use!

Aimee’s Contact Information:

majmom6979@aol.com

336 419 – 0899         or 

336 662 – 7037 (cell)

SAVE THE DATES!!!  

(clip this and put on the fridge!!)

Our next meeting dates will be:

September  19th – guest speaker 

from MOAA National; Kress Terrace

November 20 – Wed – lunch in 

Burlington (this has not been firmed 

up, so could possibly change, but 

we will definitely meet that week)

December – Christmas party – date 

to be determined

January 15 – Wed - lunch in 

Burlington

Lee’s Contact Information:

leefrich@northstate.net

336-254-1456

Are you aware of NRD.gov?  Neither was I until a 

week ago.  NRD stands for National Resource 

Directory, and this website has many, many useful 

sources for information on so many subject.  You 

might expect they would cover education and 

training, health, housing, employment, etc, and they 

do, but sources on pet care and adoption?  I would 

have never thought of that!  Try this website if you 

are looking for information and are having a hard 

time getting what you need.  Let me know if you find 

this helpful!!

A Call for Pillows!!
The Triad Stand Down has been an annual event for 

many years now, and our chapter has always supported it 

with T-shirts, underwear, socks, toiletries, and other items 

that are useful, but small enough for a homeless person 

to carry.  This year, the normal Stand Down facility is not 

available, so there will be no major event.  However, the 

Servant Center still serves the Greensboro homeless 

population which includes veterans, so we are asking our 

members to bring pillows (standard size), currently their 

number one need.  My challenge to all of you is to see if 

you can bring so many pillows that my car is overflowing 

when I leave the meeting!

mailto:majmom6979@aol.com
mailto:leefrich@northstate.net
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