
 

Next Meeting TUESDAY, June 11th at Noon at K&W.   
Our speaker will be USAF Chaplain Maj Benjamin 
Kayser.  DON’T MISS THIS ONE! BE THERE IF YOU 
CAN, INVITE A GUEST OR TWO, a neighbor, friend or 
family member.  Guests don’t have to be eligible for 
membership.   
 
Recruit, Recruit, Recruit 

Share what we have going in our chapter.  Look for 
potential new members in your friends and those you 
meet in your daily routine.  Invite them to a meeting 
and let them see our chapter in action. 

 

February Meeting  Maj Wade Latham, USAF spoke 
about his experiences as a test pilot for the F-15 Strike 
Eagle at Nellis Air Force Base. 

 

April Meeting 
Our April speaker was TSGT 
Wendell Walker, local Air 
Force Recruiter.  He walked 
us through the recruiting 
process, completing an 
application, the testing 
process and challenges of 
finding qualified recruits.  He 
asked that we encourage 
young men and women to 
consider the military as a 
first step in their careers.  

 

MOAA Eastern Carolina Chapter Changes 

Work continues to build the chapter through 
recruiting members and improving meetings.  If you 
have input or suggestions, contact David Lee, 
dlee28144@gmail.com or call or text to 704 232 2832 
 
Upcoming Meetings 

Date   Speaker  
Tuesday, 9 Aug  Col Terri Coles, USA, Ret., 
 Senior Director (Council & Chapter Affairs)  
Tuesday, 8 Oct   Speaker to be scheduled 
Tuesday, 10 Dec  CAPT Siefried Schaberg, USN, DC, Ret 
If you have a story to tell and would like to be a 
speaker for one of our meetings, or if you know if an 
interesting speaker, contact David Lee. 

 

MOAA 

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is 
the country's leading organization protecting the 
rights of military service members, veterans and their 
families. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically 
nonpartisan organization.  Those who belong to 
MOAA not only lend their voices to a greater cause, 
but they also gain access to extensive benefits tailored 
to the needs of military officers. MOAA members 
continue the promise that they have made to their 

country: NEVER STOP SERVING.  Join MOAA;  
https://www.moaa.org/uploadedfiles/content/chapters
_and_councils/membership%20application%20brochure
-2019.pdf 
Did You Know? 
The MOAA Legislative Action Center is a place where 
can check your legislators' positions on key issues and 
encourage them to act on legislation affecting a strong 
military.; http://takeaction.moaa.org/?0 
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MOAA Members Storm Capitol Hill and  
Make a Difference 

 On April 10, the Military Officers Association of 
America canvassed Capitol Hill and called on Congress 
to protect benefits our service members, veterans and 
military spouses have earned.  More than 170 MOAA 
members from across the country got to work for our 
annual Storming the Hill event in Washington, D.C. 
This year, we met with members of Congress and their 
staffs in support of a 3.1 percent pay raise for the 
troops, a total repeal of the “widows tax,” and 
stabilizing TRICARE. 
 MOAA's North Carolina team was led by COL 
Jim Brumit, USA, Ret, NC Council 1st VP and a member 
of the SENCLAN Chapter from Wilmington.  He was 
assisted by COL Jeri Graham, USA, Ret, MOAA Board 
Member and Past President of the NC Council and 
Triangle Chapter Member, Raleigh and Rollie 
Sampson, military spouse, 1LT USA former and board 
member of the Sandhills Chapter in Pinehurst.  They 
were assisted by MOAA Staff member Leanne Murray.  
During the long, busy day, the two NC teams met with 
staffs and members of congress from North Carolina 
advocating support for MOAA advocating legislation 
for veterans and currently serving. 
 
Same Day Different Legislature 
 MOAA Reps made two visits to the NC 
Legislature in first quarter, participating in the 4th 
Branch Legislative Day in March and the NC Veterans 
Council Legislative Day on April 10th.  Thanks to Barry 
Coyle, Ken Klassen, Iggi Husar, Diana DiStefano , Herb 
Segal, Mike Flynn, David Lee, Ed Baisden, Jeri Graham, 
Joann Harrington, Darryl Mills, Joan Long.  It is very 
rewarding to be part of the legislative process, 
although not in the main stream, but to support our 
representatives with information about the impact 
that pending legislation can have on our veterans and 
currently serving and their families.  We want to be 
sure that NC improves it rank as a military friendly 
state before the next round of BRAC. 

 

Pictured in House Chambers 
are: CDR Ken Klassen, 
SELAND President, CAPT 
Barry Coyle, SELAND 
Legislative Affairs, COL 
Diana DiStefano, Sandhills 
Legislative Affairs and Col 
Iggi Husar, Sandhills 
chapter. 

 
 
 

US Air Force Conducts Airstrikes with  
F-35 for First Time 

 WASHINGTON — The U.S. Air Force has finally 
flown its variant of the F-35 in combat, using two of 
the aircraft to take out an ISIS tunnel network and 
weapons cache in Iraq on April 30, in a conventional 
takeoff and landing model at war — follow the 
combat employment Israel Defense Forces’ F-35As in 
May 2018 and U.S. Marine Corps’ F-35Bs in September 
2018. The F-35′s arrival comes a little more than a 
month after B-1B Lancer bombers completed their 
deployment at Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar  
 According to U.S. Air Forces Central Command, 
the airstrike occurred at Wadi Ashai, in northeast Iraq. 
An April 24 news release from U.S. Central Command 
stated that ISIS fighters “have been attempting to 
move munitions, equipment and personnel” to Wadi 
Ashai in order to “set conditions for their resurgence,” 
prompting a counter-offensive by Iraqi Security Forces 
and supported by Combined Joint Task Force – 
Operation Inherent Resolve. 
 “The F-35As conducted the airstrike using a 
Joint Direct Attack Munition to strike an entrenched 
Daesh tunnel network and weapons cache deep in the 
Hamrin Mountains, a location able to threaten 
friendly forces,” stated the AFCENT release, which 
used an alternative name for ISIS. 

 
See Defense News; 
https://www.defensenews.com/air/2019/04/30/us-air-
force-conducts-airstrikes-with-f-35-for-first-time-ever/ 
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