
   

 

 

 

 Memorial Day – 2015  
  

According to Wikipedia, a total of 848,163 
Americans have died in combat from the 
Revolutionary War to the War on Terror.  An 
additional 433,162 died of war-related but non-
combat causes, most of them during the Civil 
War.  
  

Memorial Day is the holiday on which we pause 
to remember them.  
  

For those of us who personally witnessed the 
death of one or more of the total, Memorial Day 
has a special significance, as it does for the 
families of the war dead.  We grieve in a special 
way, because we can put a face to the statistic, a 
loved one, a combat buddy.  
  

Not counted in the total of the war deaths are 
those who die prematurely, but after the war, of 
causes directly attributable to their service.  It 
has been estimated that 22 Veterans per day 
commit suicide in the United States, and while 
some of those may not have anything to do with 
the person’s military service, most surely do.  
  

We need to remember them on Memorial Day, 
too.  And even more than that, we need to do 
something to stop this intolerable situation.  We 
can’t bring back the dead.  We will never live in a 
war-free world.  But we can help those who 
served deal with the demons that haunt them, 

Donate Today 

 
  

 
  

 
  

Founders Plaque 
  

Become a member of 
our Founders Club. 

  

Have your name 
inscribed on the 

Founders Plaque at the  
Veterans Life Center.  

  

Honoring you and the 
service of your favorite 

Veteran. 
  

Donation levels 

$500 $250 $100 
  

 

North Carolina 
Veterans Face 

Challenges 

 
In Fiscal Year 2014 

over 9,800 Homeless 
Veterans in North 
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and save them from becoming uncounted 
casualties in the roll of heroes who died for 
America.  
  

That’s what the Veterans Life Center is 
designed to do.    

  

The Veterans Life Center, which will be in 
operation by Memorial Day next year, is not just 
a shelter, not just a roof over a Veteran’s head. 
 It is not a hospital, a detox facility or a mental 
institution.  
  

It is an integrated program of what we are calling 
“coordinated care case management,” (see 
below) which combines transitional housing with 
a battery of custom-designed, best-practices 
services all leading to self-reliance...and finding 
a constructive and personally-satisfying role in 
civil society.  
A big part of the program, beyond the behavioral 
health, life skills counseling and family 
reunification, is the educational component.  
  

That is why I am so thrilled to announce that 
VLC has signed a Memorandum of Agreement 
with Vance-Granville Community College under 
which our Veteran residents will be able to 
further their education pretty much regardless of 
where they are right now.  They will be able to 
get their G.E.D. Or learn a trade.  Or get certified 
in a trade they already know (perhaps from their 
time in uniform).  Or even get up to speed so 
they can go on to a four year degree-granting 
college or university.  
  

VGCC is one of the outstanding community 
colleges anywhere, and we are thrilled to partner 
with them to provide services in this critical 
component of our coordinated care program.  
Actions like our agreement with VGCC are 
evidence that we have moved from simply 
focusing on renovating the Veterans Life Center 
building to actually developing the program that 
will operate within that building.  
  

The building itself was leased to us by the State 
of North Carolina (25 years for $1), and the 
renovations are funded by a Community 
Development Block Grant and other Federal and 
State funds.    
  

But the program development is up to the private 
sector.  Foundations, Corporations and 

Carolina alone 
reached out to VA 

facilities for 
assistance.  

                                      

Every 65 minutes a 
Veteran or active 

duty Soldier commits 
suicide. 

  

PTSD the invisible 
wound challenges 

many Veterans daily   

  

 

  

 

  

 
  

Girl Scouts Help 
Veterans  

  
A few months ago, 13 year-
old Mary Johnson spotted a 
homeless veteran holding a 
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individuals like you.  So, how about it?  Are you 
willing to support us with a Memorial Day 
contribution?  However much you can afford will 
be greatly appreciated.  
  

If you can spare $100 or more, you will be a 
member of our Founder’s Club, and your name – 
or the name of a Veteran you wish to 
memorialize, will be permanently inscribed on a 
plaque at the Veterans Life Center.  
  

We have already begun hiring the professionals 
to actually design and provide the coordinated 
care, and these expenses are only going to grow 
as we get closer to opening.  We need your help 
to make it all happen.  
  

Memorial Day is the most fitting time of all to 
make your contribution.  
  
  

 
  

John Turner  
Executive Director   

  

COORDINATED CARE CASE 
MANAGEMENT  

  
Behavioral Health –  

Through the Blackley Center and other facilities, VLC 
will provide PTSD, TBI, substance abuse, anger 

management and other programs to restore the Veteran 
to sound and stable mental condition.  

  
Physical Health –  

The Life Center is not a hospital, but we will work with 
area facilities to address any physical health needs our 

residents have.  
  

Life Skills –  
From personal grooming to banking, modern-world 

lifestyles are a challenge to many returning Veterans. 
 Through our partners, we will conduct programs that 

will make a difference.  
  

Family Reunification –  
By working to strengthen family bonds between the 

Veteran and his or her family, Life Center programs will 
help heal them both.  

  
Educational Certification –  

Many of our residents need to make progress toward a 
diploma, degree or vocational certification.  We will 

cardboard sign at a stop 
light in Durham.  It got her 

thinking about how she 
could help needy veterans. 

 Her mother, Ruby, had 
recently read an article 

about the Veterans 
Leadership Council, and 
knew the organization is 

building a facility in Butner 
for homeless and at-risk 

veterans.    
  

Mary is a Girl Scout in 
Troop 1335, and her mother 
is the troop leader, so they 

decided to discuss the 
matter at the next meeting. 

 After the meeting, Mary 
contacted the VLC, and 
following a few e-mail 

exchanges it was agreed 
that the scouts would 
collect toothbrushes, 

toothpaste and other dental 
supplies for use by Veteran 
Life Center residents when 
the center opens later this 

year, or early in 2016.    
  

In conjunction with their 
Thinking Day in February, 

all Girl Scouts in the 
Durham 11-208 Service 

Unit were asked to collect 
the items. Durham area 
dental offices and others 
responded to the girls’ 

efforts, and today, Mary and 
the others in Troop 1335, 
based at the Aldersgate 

United Methodist Church, 
presented hundreds of 
dental hygiene items to 

John Turner, VLC 
Executive Director, in 

Raleigh.   
  

“Few things are more 
heartwarming than the 

willingness of children to 
step forward and do what 

they can to help 
veterans trying to cope with 

PTSD, Traumatic Brain 
Injury and other conditions 
that are preventing them 

from reintegrating into 
society following their 
service,” Turner said.    

  



assess their needs, desires and aptitudes to develop a 
custom program that will put them on the road to 

success.   
  

Community Integration –  
When Veterans leave the Life Center, we will continue 

to monitor and assist them with housing, job placement, 
continuing care and other services.  

  

  

“Future  years will never know the 
seething hell and the black infernal 

background of the War.  The  real war 
will never get in the books.” 

-- Walt Whitman 
  

  
  

  
 

 

Turner presented each of 
the girls with a special “Kids 
4 Vets” button in recognition 

of their efforts.  
  

  

 

 
 

  
  

     

 


